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2014 ITB-BERLIN — NATIVE NATIONS 
AN INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS 


The AIANTA booth and tribal delegations were a huge hit at ITB-Berlin, the worlds largest 
travel tradeshow held March 5-9. All segments of the industry participate — tour operators, 
booking agents, travel agents, airlines, destinations, hotels, car rental companies, suppliers, 
buyers and media. In total, 10,147 exhibitors participated from around the world, attracting 
more than 100,000 visitors. 

AIANTA has been attending ITB-Berlin for six years, and this year was historic — AIANTA 
was named one of the top 10 booths, and our delegates performed at the Delphic Festival 
during the Grand Finale of ITB Berlin on March 9. 

Tribal delegations attended from Tundra Tours of Alaska, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Sky 
City Cultural Center of New Mexico, Native American Tourism of Wisconsin (NATOW), 
the Chickasaw Nation of Oklahoma, Keepers of the Sacred Tradition of Pipemakers, 
Monument Valley Tours and Monument Valley Simpsons Trailhandler Tours, LLC. 

(Continued from page four) 
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Message from the Executive Director 


Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

There's so much progress and renewal to report — it must be spring! 

Since our last newsletter, ALANTA has enjoyed new successes, 
members, supporters, projects and partners. Your ALANTA Board 
and staff have been phenomenally productive in the last three 
months. I am so grateful for the amazing work and support of our 
current Board of Directors and the new officers elected in January. 
The Board and staff began with an inspiring strategic planning 
session in Phoenix in December. Since then, every Board member 
has contributed to one or more of our initiatives and projects. 

As you will read more about in this issue, Rachel Moreno (Alaska 
region), Kirby Metoxen (Midwest region) and Rowena Akana (Pacific 
region) were very effective representing Indian Country tourism at 
ITB Berlin. Board member Wil Lowe (Plains Region) represented 
us in February in Nicaragua at the Centro Cultural Nicaraguenese 
Norteamericano Bi-National Cultural Center in Managua. 


Leslie Johnson (Pacific) was our representative at the Go West Summit in Seattle, also in February. 
President Sherry L. Rupert (Southwest) attended the NCAI Winter Executive Leader Session and had a 
very successful set of high-level meetings about ALANTAs funding and future projects in Washington, 
D.C., a trip that Rachel Moreno, Jackie Yellowtail (Plains) and Aimee Awonopay (Midwest) helped plan 
and facilitate. Some of the success in Washington, D.C. over the last two years can be traced back to the 
help of Tony Azure (Alaska), who knows his Senators personally. 


NCAI passed a resolution supporting permanent funding for tribal tourism training and technical 
assistance and Board member Ladonna Brave Bull Allard (At-Large) followed up with a resolution from 
her Standing Rock Sioux Tribe while Sherry L. Rupert obtained a resolution of support from Nevada 
Indian Territory. Janee' Doxtater (Eastern), James Surveyor (At-Large), Aimee Awonohopay (Midwest) 
and Sherry L. Rupert helped ALANTA carry its message on the significance of tribal tourism in economic 
development to RES 14 in Las Vegas, where we had a tourism track and booth that attracted interest from a 
large number of tribal leaders, the best response ALANTA has received at RES to date. 


There is much more ahead in 2014 for the ALANTA team: Participation in IPW (formerly known as Pow 
Wow), carrying our Indian Country tourism message to international tour operators. Well be represented 
at the NATOW conference, the Nevada Tribal Tourism conference, Adventure EDU in Colorado, and 
continue the development of a destinations web site and planning the 2014 AITC in Marksville, Louisiana. 
We’ll discuss a book on boarding schools to follow our highly successful collaboration with the National 
Park Service on “American Indians and the Civil War.” That’s just a few things we’ll be working on. 


We ask you to help us succeed and thank you for your membership and support. 

Have a happy and productive spring! /-> f 




Board President Sherry L. Rupert Represents AIANTA in 
Key Washington, D.C., Meetings 

AIANTA President Sherry L. Rupert traveled 
to Washington, D.C. to attend the National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) 

Winter Executive Session, March 11-13, and 
to meet with members of Congress and the 
Administration on AIANTA issues. She was 
accompanied in her meetings by Ed Hall of 
BIA Transportation. 

In addition to attending NCAI executive 
sessions with White House staff and U.S. 

Senators and Representatives, Rupert 
held meetings with Assistant Secretary of 
Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn, his Chief 
of Staff Sarah Harris, BIA Deputy Director 
Hankie Ortiz, U.S. Representative Dina 
Titus (NV), U.S. Representative Nick Rahall 
(WV), and staff members representing U.S. 

Senators Harry Reid (Senate Majority Leader) and Jon Tester (Chairman, Senate Indian Affairs Committee), and 
Representatives Reid Ribble (WI), Mark Meadows (NC), and Don Young (AK). 

The members of Congress sit on key committees and subcommittees that govern the authorization of tribal 
transportation and tourism resources. They also attended an NCAI Capitol Hill reception at the National Museum 
of the American Indian and while there spoke with Senator Elizabeth Warren (MA) and presented her with a copy 
of American Indians and the Civil War. Senator Warren offered AIANTA her help and support. They also met the 
Co-Chair of the Louisiana Host Committee for this years American Indian Tourism Conference in Marksville, LA 
and Vice Principal Chief of the Houma Nation Lora Ann Chaisson. 

President Rupert and Ed Hall also met informally with Amanda Burley, who 
is the Secretary of the Interior s representative on the White House Council on 
Native Americans. Rupert and Hall also met with the new Director of the Office 
of Intergovernmental and External Affairs at the Department of the Interior to 
introduce him to AIANTA and its work. 

The main topic of discussion in most of the meetings with Congress and federal 
officials was creating a permanent program for tribal tourism training and 
technical assistance within BIA — Transportation, using existing funds authorized 
for that purpose by transportation legislation. AIANTA is asking for $2 million 
to be specifically allocated for tribal tourism education at the beginning of each 
fiscal year. Based on work that has been accomplished by AIANTA in tribal 
tourism over the last several years under a cooperative agreement with BIA— 
Transportation, this request has been enthusiastically received on Capitol Hill 
and is under current consideration by the Administration. 



NCAI Resolution of Support 
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AIANTA BOOTH AND DELEGATES AN INTERNATIONAL 
SUCCESS AT 2014 ITB-BERLIN 



AIANTA WINS BEST EXHIBITOR AWARD 


AIANTAs exciting new visitor pavilion was named one of 
the top ten exhibitors at ITB Berlin. 2014 s Best Exhibitor 
Awards (BEA) were judged by ITB officials and a team of 
students from the international Cologne Business School 
(CBS). 

Given to “the most impressing exhibitors ” AIANTA was the 
only U.S. exhibitor who won an 2014 BEA. CBS student 
officials visited all 10,000+ booths, judging them for 
creativity, originality, service quality, sustainability and 
special effects. 

AIANTAs new pavilion was crowded every day with 
visitors intrigued by the diversity of American Indian 
cultures and tribal tourism opportunities represented. 
AIANTA and tribal delegations have met with more than 
75 international tour operators and journalists and have 


engaged non-stop with visitors eager for information and 
photo opportunities. 

The Chickasaw Nation of Oklahoma promoted the largest 
tribal cultural center in the U.S. offering demonstrations, 
exhibits and an amphitheater for singing and stargazing. 

The Sky City Cultural Center, located at Acoma Pueblo in 
New Mexico represented the oldest continuously inhabited 
settlement in North America. Two area tour companies 
were back for the fourth year, Monument Valley Simpsons 
Trailhandler Tours and Monument Valley Tours led by 
Dine ' people. 

Attendance has paid off for delegations participating in 
past ITBs. “MV eve seen a increase of visitors from 
Europe after attending ITB,” says Bud Johnson, Keepers 


“ There are 566 federally 
recognized tribes in the 
U.S. and we wanted to 
show visitors to our booth 
both how similar and 
how diverse we are.” 

Camille Ferguson, AIANTA 
Executive Director 
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Closing photos courtesy of delphic media. 


of the Sacred Tradition of Pipemakers, 
based near the the Great Pipestone 
Quarries of Minnesota. 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
encouraged visitors to explore beautiful 
lands discovered by Polynesians more 
than 800 years ago. Literally coming 
from the top of the world, Tundra Tours 
of Barrow, Alaska, offered visitors unique 
experiences 330 miles north of the Arctic 
Circle. 


On opening day , AIANTA representatives met 
U.S. Ambassador John B. Emerson. 




Native American Tourism of Wisconsin attended, 
representing eleven sovereign nations of Wisconsin, with 
200,000 acres of pristine forest, the wild and scenic Wolf 
River, hundreds of pre-Columbian effigy mounds and 
stunning landscapes. 


their cultures with 80 seventeen and eighteen year old 
Turkish-German high school students. AIANTA presented 
a copy of American Indians and the Civil War to the Carl- 
von-Ossietzy high school library, and tribal delegations 
made regalia presentations to the students. 



On opening day, AIANTA representatives met with U.S. 
Ambassador to Germany, John B. Emerson, and shared 


Heike Mead, Coordinator of Outreach & Cultural 
Programs, U.S. Embassy Public Affairs, said the school 

visit “was truly an amazing and interesting 
experience for the students and I am certain 
they learned many new and fascinating facts 
about Native American culture and traditions ” 


AIANTA representatives shared their cultures with 
Carl-von-Ossietzy high school 


Representatives were pleased later when 
Ambassador Emerson and his wife Kimberly 
paid a surprise visit to AIANTAs booth at 
ITB. 


“I am so pleased with the intense 
participation and all the attention 
that the new look of our exhibit is 
attracting. We definitely are making 
a huge impression this year,” said 
Camille Ferguson, AIANTA Executive 
Director. 
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Trends in Total Overseas Visitors 
to American Indian Communities 
( 1996 - 2012 ) 




Visits by overseas travelers to Native American sites or communities have also 
changed over the years. The peak year for market share for this activity was 
1 996, when 5.6% of the overseas travelers stated they participated in this activity. 
Since then, there were several years of declines in share and the number of trav- 
elers participating in this activity, so that by 2003, visitation was at a low point 
over the time frame shown here. This of course was dramatically influenced by 
the 3 years of declines in overseas travelers to the country and the lost market 
share. 

Since 2003, the market share and volume have been up and down; for example, 
a very good year in 2008 was followed by a decline in share and volume as 
travel to the country declined in 2009. 

It was in 2009 that AIANTA began its international outreach by attending ITB, 
the world largest international travel and trade show. In 2010-2012, the volume 
saw increases, so by 2012, the visit estimates were at their highest level since we 
began tracking visitation in 1996. 


The U.S. National Travel and Tourism Strategy sets a goal of attracting 100 million visitors to the United States by 2021. 
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Estimated Travelers and Receipts 


2012 

Percentage 

Visiting 

Indian 

Country 

Number 

Visiting 

Indian 

Country 

Average 

Spending 

By Country 

Regions/Countries 

Number of 

Travelers 

To the U.S. 

China (PRC) 

1,474,000 

10.6% 

156,000 

$4,399 

Australia 

1,122,000 

9.3% 

104,000 

$4,173 

Italy 

831,000 

8.5% 

71,000 

$3,316 

Germany 

1,876,000 

7.2% 

135,000 

$2,995 


The table above shows the interest and potential receipts from the target countries (compare to 5%, or 
3,350 of the 67 million visitors to the United States who have visited Indian Country in 2012.) These 
countries show strong interest and spending patterns. 


Visitors to American Indian Communities: 
Country of Origin 2011 vs. 2012 


In 2011, China moved into the 
number 4 spot as a source market 
for visits to Native American sites. 
In 2012, it posted a huge increase 
and became the top source for 
visitors. 

The United Kingdom visitation to 
the USA, which declined slightly, 
was virtually the same compared 
to the previous year and is now our 
number 2 market. 


Origin 

Market 

Visit Amer. 
Indian Comm. 
2011 
(000) 

Visit Amer. 
Indian Comm. 
2012 
(000) 

% 

Change 

2011/2012 

Overseas 

976 

1,429 

46% 

China 

66 

156 

135% 

U.K. 

138 

139 

0% 

Germany 

117 

135 

16% 

France 

83 

132 

60% 

South Korea 

* 

108 

* 

Australia 

60 

104 

73% 


Germany posted growth and appears to be showing the impact of ITB participation and international outreach 
efforts as visits to Native American sites grew faster than all travel to the country. France was fourth after slow growth 
in 201 1 and then posted a large increase in 2012. Australia and Korea were the next largest markets, both showing 
large increases. 


The table figures are taken from the International Trade Administration, Office of 
Travel and Tourism Industries Survey of International Travelers for: 1996-2012. 
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POLITICO 


Commerce Secretary Pritzker 
Promises U.S. Push to Boost 
Foreign Tourism 

By Doug Palmer 


U.S. Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker, whose family 
owns the Hyatt hotel chain, (recently) touted White House 
efforts to attract more tourists to the United States. “I was 
pleased that White House chief of staff Denis McDonough 
singled out this industry as a second-term priority when he 
stopped by the Commerce Departments board meeting last 
month ,” Pritzker said in a speech to the U.S. Travel Associa- 
tion, whose members include Hyatt. 

“I hope that signals to you what a priority your industry is 
for President [Barack] Obama and the entire administration . 
Travel and tourism is a priority not only because it is a major 
driver of economic recovery but also because the partnership 
between government and industry — all of you — is so fruit- 
ful” she said. 

Pritzker was Obamas 2008 campaign finance chairwoman 
and co-chair of his 2012 campaign. She was formerly on the 
board of directors for Hyatt, the hotel chain co-founded by 
her father and now run by her cousin. She has been Com- 
merce secretary since June of last year. 

“ Believe me, I know the importance of first impressions in the 
hospitality business ,” she said. “We have to do better, and we 
are going to need your continued help in the president s second 
term. Your voices are being heard loud and clear ” 

Obama signed an executive order in January 2012 to boost 
international travel to the United States. That led to the 


creation of the National Travel and Tourism Strategy, which 
set a goal of attracting 100 million visitors to the United 
States by 2021, up from an estimated record 69 million in 
2013. 

Foreign visitors spent a record $180.7 billion on U.S. travel- 
related goods and services last year. 

In her speech, Pritzker outlined several steps the adminis- 
tration is taking to increase foreign visitors, including ex- 
panding the visa waiver program to more countries and 
making it easier to get visas to travel to the United States 
from countries where they are still required. 

“Second, we want to improve the experience of travelers at 
U.S. ports of entry,” Pritzker said. “I know this is a major is- 
sue for you, and I share your sense of urgency. I recently met 
with DHS [Department of Homeland Security] Secretary Jeh 
Johnson to discuss it. Senior leaders from our agencies are ex- 
ploring how to best make progress in this area given security 
and budgetary constraints. We expect to have meaningful an- 
nouncements soon.” 

The administration also plans to increase its support for the 
Brand USA program to help sell the United States as a tourist 
destination and “free up data about federal tourist sites such 
as national parks” to allow entrepreneurs and tour operators 
to create better itineraries, apps and other products, she said. 



INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE 

ADMINISTRATION 


NATIONAL EXPORT INITIATIVE 

The Obama Administration has made it a top priority to improve the conditions that directly affect 
the private sectors ability to export - working to remove trade barriers abroad, help firms and farmers 
overcome hurdles to entering new markets, and assist with financing. President Obama announced 
the National Export Initiative in his 2010 State of the Union address to renew and revitalize our efforts 
to promote American exports abroad. 

These efforts are paying off - and helping to change the 
way America does business. Now more than at any time 
in our history, Americans are selling more U.S. goods and 
services to the 95 percent of consumers who live outside of 
our borders. In 2012, U.S. exports hit an all-time record of 
$2.2 trillion and supported 9.8 million jobs. 


NEI> 


HATlGHAL tXPUHT INITIATIVE. 
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AIANTA TOURISM PRESENTATIONS 


“IPW is the travel industry's premier international marketplace and the largest 
generator of travel to the U.S.” - U.S. Travel Association 

AIANTA to Represent Indian Country 
on Federal Row at IPW-Chicago 

Once again this year, AIANTA will represent Indian Country at IPW in Chicago, April 5-9, 2014. AIANTA 
will join Recreation.gov, which encompasses several federal agencies on Federal Row. During IPW, 
representatives participate in a full-day of face-to-face appointments with journalists to pitch story ideas, provide 
information and establish connections for future story collaborations. 

More than 400 international and domestic media are 
expected to participate. Journalists have access to the 
online press room 30 days prior to the start of IPW, 
which remains available until August 30. More than 84% 
of IPW media logged in and started researching stories 
within 24 hours of the site going live last year. During the 
show, there were 900+ unique log-ins from media doing 
additional research while on-site. 

It is important for tribes to provide materials that are 
compelling to the media. AIANTA will provide 
journalists with information, contacts and images on a 
travel disc. Please contact the office for more information, 

505.724.3592. 



ipw 

M fVmertid bv IS TravtfE 

CHICAGO 

APRIL 5-9, 1 0il 


AIANTA PRESENTS AT RES 2014 

The National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development (NCAIED) 
produces the Reservation Economic Summit (RES) every year in March to meet 
the growing needs of the American Indian business community. RES is the 
largest and longest running American Indian business event in the nation. 

This year, AIANTA Executive Director Camille Ferguson joined Ron Solimon, 
Director, Center for Lifelong Education; Bill Wemberley, Executive Director and 
Chief Business & Economic Development Officer, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma; 
and Martin L. Begaye, Department Manager, Navajo Nation Parks and Recreation to discuss the tourism potential of Tribal 
Nations and Alaska Native Corporations. The session was very well attended and led to many tribal leader “drop-bys” at the 
AIANTA booth to talk about tourism. 

National RES is held each year at the Mandalay Bay Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, as well as two Regional RES 
events which travel throughout the United States. RES DC will be held June 24th-26th, 2014 at the Omni Shoreham 
Hotel in Washington, D.C. The conference will be filled with business development sessions, business 
networking, a Tribal Business Leaders Forum with members of Congress. 
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:}HE\16 TH ANNUAL 


INTRODUCING AMERICA'S NATIVE 
NATIONS TO THE WORLD 


TOURISM CONFERENCE 




SEPTEMBER 14-18, 2014 
PARAGON CASINO RESORT 
MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA 


AIANTA 

American Indian Alaska Native 
Tourism Association 


www.aianta.org/aitc2014 


JOIN US IN LOUISIANA 


For The 16th Annual American 
Indian Tourism Conference 

We are excited to present AIANTA’s 16th Annual 
American Indian Tourism Conference (AITC) at 
the Paragon Casino Resort in Marksville, Louisiana. 
Our hosts this year are the Tunica and Biloxi Tribe of 
Louisiana. Other regional federally recognized tribal 
nations, including the Chitimacha, Jena Band Choctaw, 
and Coushatta, and Houma will be participating in the 
conference. 

AIANTA is the voice of Indian Country to the travel, 
tourism and recreation industries. AITC is an educational 
forum where tribes and businesses can build their capacity 
for tourism, network and share, and teach and learn. 

The AITC delivers an outstanding lineup of leaders, tourism 
experts and dynamic speakers and presenters to share tour- 
ism knowledge, experience and best practices from around 
the country and the world. 

Conference Planning Committee Co-Chairs Sherry L. 
Rupert and Ed Hall are working to deliver a program 
that furthers the network of resources available to Tribal 
communities building their economic base through tourism. 

Included in this years activities are mobile workshops 
showcasing local tribal tourism attractions, networking 
events, a trade show and the awards banquet “Enough Good 
People ” where AIANTA will recognize outstanding tribal 
tourism programs and professionals. 



This years conference activities include: 

• mobile workshops highlighting local tribal tourism 
attractions 

• a dynamic & informative trade show showcasing 
products & services that directly serve our industry 

• creative arts & crafts from varied tribal artisans 

• optimal networking opportunities 

• our Enough Good People Awards Banquet 
recognizing outstanding tribal tourism programs 
& professionals 

The conference website is an informative and updated 
source for all information related to the conference, 
www.aianta.org/aitc20 14. 
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Tunica-Biloxi 

Tribe Of Louisiana 



The Tunica and Biloxi Indians have lived 
near Marksville for more than two centuries. The 
Tunica were traders and entrepreneurs who 
exercised influence over a wide territory. 


The Tunica-Biloxi Tribe 
of Louisiana 


The Biloxi were the first people encountered by French colonizers Jean-Baptiste Le 
Moyne de Bienville and Pierre Le Moyne dTberville in 1669. Over the years, both 
Tribes formed strong alliances with the French, which brought them important 
economic and political benefits. Later, after the French were expelled, they allied 
themselves with the Spanish rulers of Florida. 


Tamahka Trails Golf 

Tamahka Trails Golf Club, a member of the Audubon Golf Trail, provides 
Central Louisiana’s most unique golf experience on its Par 71 course consisting 
of 18 well-manicured holes (5,087 - 7,019 yards). A special rate of $35 + tax, 
including cart, is being offered on September 14. Please note that, due to a 
tournament, tee times are available between 8:00 a.m. - Noon only. To book 
your tee time call the pro shop at 1-800-946-1946, extension 6300 or 
318-240-6300. Mention code AITC for this special rate. 



Today, their modern presence is on spectacular display at the 500-room Paragon 
Casino Resort. The casino resort includes seven restaurants, Spa La Vie, Tamahka 
Trails Golf Club, a spacious RV Park and guest lodge, retail shops, a three-screen 
cinema, arcade, hourly childcare with indoor playground, and live alligator shows in 
the Atrium every Saturday. 


Hotel Reservations 

Hotel reservations are now being accepted at Paragon 
Casino Resort: http://www.paragoncasinoresort.com/ 

Special Conference Rates 
Standard Room: 

$78 + local taxes for single or double occupancy 

Deluxe Atrium Room: 

$98 + local taxes for single or double occupancy 

A credit card or cash deposit will be requested upon arrival. 

Check-In Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Check-Out Time: 11:00 a.m. 

How To Book Your Hotel Reservation 

There are two ways to book your hotel: 

1. Phone: 1-800-642-7777. Identify yourself as a 
participant of American Indian Tourism Conference 
2014- AITC14G 

2. Book online. A promo code is not needed, 
http://tinyurl.com/AITC14G 


Directions 

From Alexandria International Airport 

Paragon Casino Resort is located on LA Highway 1 
in Marksville, Louisiana, within a short drive of New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge, Lafayette and Alexandria. From 
Alexandria Int’l Airport (AEX). Go toward the Airport 
exit. Bear right on Arnold Drive. Turn left on England 
Drive. Bear slight left onto Airbase Road, then continue 
about 1.3 miles. Bear right onto 1-49. Travel South 
on 1-49 for 9.5 miles. Exit onto U.S. Hwy. 71S. Travel 
4.5 miles, then left at LA Hwy. 3170. Travel 5.5 miles, 
then turn right at LA Hwy. 1. Travel approximately 20 
minutes. Estimated travel time: 45 minutes. 
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INTRODUCING AMERICA'S 

NATIVE NATIONS TO THE WORLD 




AIANTA 

Board of Directors 

Alaska Region 

Vice President Rachel Moreno 
Sitka, Alaska 

Tony Azure 
Ketchikan, Alaska 

Pacific Region 

Rowena Akana 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Leslie Johnson 
Shelton, Washington 

Southwest Region 

President Sherry L. Rupert 
Carson City, Nevada 



AIANTA 


American Iiu1ii.uk Alaska Native 
TiVurmiL As&oriatLuin. 


Plains Region 

Treasurer Jackie Yellowtail 
Garryowen, Montana 

William D. Lowe 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma 

Midwest Region 

Kirby Metoxen 
Oneida, Wisconsin 

Secretary Aimee Awonohopay 
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

Eastern Region 

Janee ' Doxtator 
Washington, DC 

At- Large 

Ladonna Brave Bull Allard 
Fort Yates, North Dakota 

James Surveyor 
Moenkopi, Arizona 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 


Historic Hotels of America 


Historic Hotels 
of America 


NATIONAL FRUIT FOfl HUTOAICPftEUlWtfflOir 


Historic Hotels of America was founded in 1989 by the National Trust for Historic Pres- 
ervation Historic Hotels of America. It is the official program of the National Trust for 
recognizing, celebrating, and romoting the finest historic hotels. Each fascinating place has 
been inducted into this distinguished program based upon noteworthy standards, includ- 
ing quality of accommodations, historic significance, record of preserving authenticity, sense of place and architectural integrity. 
To be nominated and selected for membership in this prestigious CRITERIA program, a hotel must be at least 50 years old; 
designated by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior as a National Historic Landmark or listed in or eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places; and recognized as having historic significance. 


Historic Hotels of America, 38999 Eagle Way, Chicago, IL 60678-1389 
htaylor@historichotels.org, HistoricHotels.org, 202.772.8333 

National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development 

The National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development (NCAIED) has assisted American 
Indian Tribes and their enterprises with business and economic development for more than 40 years. 
NCAIED has evolved into the largest national Indian-specific business organization in the nation. 
They take their motto, “Putting Indian Country to Work” to heart literally and are actively engaged in 
helping Tribal Nations and Native business people realize their entrepreneurial goals. Their motto also 
has meaning figuratively, because they are dedicated to putting the whole of Indian Country to work 
to better the lives of American Indian people — both now and for generations to come. Today, the National Center produces 
the Reservation Economic Summit (RES). RES is the largest and longest running American Indian business event in the nation. 

NCAIED, 953 E. Juanita Avenue, Mesa, AZ 85204 
480.545.1298, www.ncaied.org 

Seneca Nation of Indians 

The Seneca Nation of Indians has a proud and rich history. They are the largest of six 
Native American nations in New York State which comprised the Iroquois Confederacy 
or Six Nations, a democratic government that pre-dates the United States Constitution. 
They are known as the “Keeper of the Western Door,” for the Seneca are the westernmost 
of the Six Nations. They invite you to experience our living legacy at the Seneca-Iroquois 

National Museum in Salamanca, NY or at one of our many cultural events throughout the year. The Tourism Division 
seeks innovative ways to leverage public resources to stimulation private investment, thereby expediting the growth and 
sustainability of the Nations economy, and creating opportunities for every Seneca to improve their standard of living. 


SfMKG\ NATION 

^j^^blNDIANS 

forfmUs'CE A LIVING l£GA£?f 



Seneca Nation of Indians, Marketing and Tourism Development 
penny.kerr@sni.org, www.senecanation.com, 716.532.4900 ext.5015 



swaia 

santa fe indian market 


Southwestern Association for Indian Arts 

Bringing Native arts to the world by inspiring artistic excellence, fostering 
education, and creating meaningful partnerships is the mission of The 
Southwestern Association for Indian Arts. SWAIA celebrates its 93rd annual Santa 


Fe Indian Market August 23-24, 2014. The festival brings over 175,000 people to Santa Fe every August. From families with 
young children to avid art collectors, Santa Fe Indian Market attracts international visitors from all walks of life. For many 
visitors, it is a rare opportunity to meet the artists and learn about contemporary Indian arts and cultures. Most events are 
free and open to the public. 

SWAIA, P.O. Box 969, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87504-0969 dkeron@swaia.org, www.swaia.org, 

505.983.5220x223 
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AIANTA To Participate at the 2014 

International Aboriginal Tourism Conference 


s 

V 

AIANTA Public Lands Partnership Coordinator Virginia Salazar-Halfmoon is a presenter at 
the 2014 International Aboriginal Tourism Conference, in British Columbia, Canada from April 
15th to 16th, 2014. Virginias theme is “Building Effective Partnerships for Indigenous Tourism” 

iff 


The Aboriginal Tourism Association of British Columbia (AtBC) in partnership with Aboriginal Marketplace Events 
will host the 3rd annual International Aboriginal Tourism Conference at the Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre and the 
spectacular Fairmont Chateau Whistler. The conference is hosted by the Aboriginal Tourism BC, in the shared territory of 
the Lilwat Nation and the Squamish Nation in Whistler, British Columbia. This international conference focuses on best 
practices and successful authentic Aboriginal tourism businesses from around the world. Virginia will be a member of the 
panel discussing, “ Working with Government and Industry .” This panel will focus on the importance of collaboration 
and partnership in developing Aboriginal cultural tourism. For more information contact, Aboriginal Tourism 
Association of British Columbia, Suite 600 - 100 Park Royal South, West Vancouver, BC V7T 1A2, Canada, (604) 
921-1070 or email: info @ aboriginalbc.com 


OUTBOUND JOURNEYS: 

A Pictorial History of Chief Manitou's Outbound Travels from 
the Santa Clara Pueblo to Colorado and Beyond 

With over 75 photographs, this Native American biography is a pictorial history of 
“Chief Manitou’s” outbound travels from the Santa Clara Pueblo to Colorado and 
beyond in the late 1800 s and early 1900 s. In that time period, the iconic symbol of 
the West was American Indians and people wanted to see and interact with native 
tribes. But of course what they preferred was an idealized version and the railroads 
were happy to provide one. The Santa Fe Railroad and the Denver and Rio Grande 

Western Railroad hired photographers and painters to create images of the indigenous people that would fit the stereotype. 



But there was flip side to the access the railroad provided. It allowed the pueblo dwellers themselves to travel and explore. 
One of the most famous travelers was Pedro Cajete, a man whose wit and charm led him from trading wares and posing for 
photos to a meeting with President Taft to discuss concerns with the native lands. This book shares the many photos and 
stories documenting his adventures, as well as uncovering the man who became known as Chief Manitou. 


“Not only was my Great Grandfather an ambassador for Indian people” said Virginia Salazar-Halfmoon, great granddaughter 
of Chief Manitou and AIANTAs Public Lands Coordinator. “He was also greatly interested in education. He built the first 
school at Santa Clara Pueblo and took time to educate non-Indians on the reality of being Indian during that time period” This 
fascinating account, written by Robert Cronk, is published by Arasian Publishers. 

“American Indians and the Civil War ” RECEIVES APPL AWARD 

The Association for Partners for Public Lands presented their 2014 APPLs awards to honor the 
outstanding people, products and programs that enrich the experiences of millions of visitors 
who enjoy Americas great outdoors each year. Creative approaches, high quality content and 
attractive designs deliver an impressive array of products and programs that reflect the diversity 
of these exceptional places, as well as the variety of visitors who come to know and love them. 

We also commend the vendor and agency partners who provide the products and resources 
that enable and support the work of the nonprofit public land partner community. All of these 
efforts help to engage the public and enable visitors to better understand, appreciate and 
care for America’s public lands. American Indians and the Civil War: Official National 
Park Service Handbook received an Honorable Mention in the category of Books with 
Revenue of $1 Million and Over. 
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Federal Lands Partnerships 


Through a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Department of Interior AIANTA represents American 
Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian communities 
working cooperatively to mutually enhance tourism, travel 
and recreation on federal and tribal lands. 

Grand Canyon National Park: 

AIANTA is working with the Grand Canyon National Park 
and its new Tribal Advisory Council to develop projects 
and programs at the Desert View location. The goal is for 
Desert View interpretation to be told from the tribes’ 
perspectives as well as economic and training 
opportunities are developed for the site that will benefit 
the tribes directly. The Tribal Advisory Council con-sists of 
representatives from 12 culturally affiliated tribes. 

Route 66 & the American Indian: 

AIANTA is working in partnership with the Route 
66 coordinator and related tribes to develop possible 
collaborative projects that highlight impacts and benefits to 
tribal nations along the “Mother Road.” These projects will 
focus on interpretation and economic benefits to the tribes. 



Desert View Watchtower, South Rim Grand Canyon 


Sand Creek National Historic Site: 

The Park will be commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Sand Creek Massacre on November 29, 2014. AIANTA 
has offered to partner to assist the park and the Northern Cheyenne and Northern Arapaho and the Southern Cheyenne 
and Southern Arapaho with educational and interpretive development. 


Little Big Horn Battlefield: 

This year marks the 138th anniversary of the Little Big Horn Battle and on June 25 & 26 (the dates of the battle) 
the annual commemoration will be held with the Sioux and Cheyenne Tribes participating. Although the Indian 
Memorial was originally dedicated 11 years ago, the Memorial is now complete by each of the participating Tribes 
contributing their inscriptions. A second event dedicating the Indian Memorial will be held in conjunction with the 
annual Little Big Horn Battle commemoration in June. 

Centennial Planning for the NPS 100th Anniversary: 

In 2016, the NPS will celebrate its 100th anniversary as a federal agency. The centennial affords American Indian nations 
the opportunity to build upon our heightened profile from the Civil War Sesquicentennial and continue to raise public 
consciousness on issues such as cultural resource protection, ancestral use of park lands, authentic interpretation of tribal 
histories and oral histories and to participate in the economic benefit from greater tourism to the national parks and other 
public lands. AIANTA will be a positive and pro-active force for building mutual trust and establishing a more collaborative 
Second Century relationship between tribes and the National Park Service. Our focus will be on authentic interpretation, 
stewardship, and employment and tourism opportunities. 
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WITHOUT RESERVATIONS 

CARTOONS BY RICARDO CAT£ 





Thanks to AIANTA member 
Ricardo Cate, 

Santo Domingo Cartoonist & Artist. 
To contact Ricardo, reach out 
via email to 
kewacate@gmail.com 
or send him a message on 
www.facebook.com/kewacate or 
visit his website 
http://www.ricardocate.com/ 



ANtfttCAhJ 

M u$eurt 
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Kyle Tafoya and Jennifer Abeita Awarded AIANTAs First Scholarships 


In 2012, AIANTA established a Tourism and Hospitality 
Scholarship Program to help American Indian, Alaska Na- 
tive, and Native Hawaiian students earn a degree or certifi- 
cate in the hospitality, tourism, recreation, or culinary arts 
field. The 2014 Scholarship Winners are Kyle Tafoya and 
Jennifer Abeita. 

“We felt it was important to encourage young people to 
study tourism and hospitality so we can build a strong tour- 
ism and hospitality industry for our Nations,” says Sherrie 
Bowman, AIANTA Office and Administrative Manager. 
Sherrie helped establish the Enough Good People Silent 
Auction to raise funds for the scholarships. 

Kyle Tafoya is an enrolled member of the Pueblo of Jemez 
and attends Central New Mexico Community College in 
Albuquerque. He is enrolled in the Culinary Arts (Asso- 
ciate of Arts Degree) program. Kyle is 19 years old, lives 
with his grandmother at the Pueblo and commutes on a 
daily basis. 

“My father inspired me to earn a college degree and en- 
courages me not to give up,” which Kyle says makes him 
determined not to fail. “I want to set a good example for 
my younger siblings to further their education even if 
times get tough,” says Kyle. 



Sherrie presents check to Jennifer Abeita 


Jennifer Abeita is of Laguna Pueblo and California Miwok 
decent on her maternal side and Oklahoma Choctaw on her 
paternal side. She is an enrolled member of Laguna Pueblo. 
Jennifer is a full-time student at Southwestern Indian 
Polytechnic Institute in Albuquerque and is enrolled in the 
Culinary Arts Associate of Applied Science Program. She 
is the president of the Culinary Arts Club, a member of the 
school senate and active in volleyball and softball. 


His ultimate career goal is to open a food truck or a small 
diner on the reservation or work as a school cook. After 
he receives his degree in culinary arts, he wants to pur- 
sue a business degree. Kyle lives a very traditional life and 
participates where he can to keep the traditions strong 
and alive. He volunteers in youth associations and at the 
Walatowa High Charter School kitchen where his father 
is a cook. 



Sherrie presents check to Kyle Tafoya 


“I have a passion for food and the different ways of preparing 
dishes,” says Jennifer. “I want to return to my community 
to mentor the younger generation on how to prepare 
nutritious and healthy meals.” Jennifer believes involving 
the younger generation of preparing healthy meals would 
eliminate health problems like obesity and diabetes. 

Her determination to further her education is inspirational. 
After losing her husband in a motorcycle accident when 
she was young, she struggled as a single parent to continue 
her education and care for her children. She developed the 
strength to accomplish both. Jennifer is the mother of two 
daughters, ages 19 and 24, and two sons, 21 and 27. She is 
the proud grandmother of two granddaughters and one 
grandson. 


2014 Application Available Now 


The 2014 Scholarship Application forms have been 
released. Applications must be completed and postmarked 
by July 31, 2014 to be considered for the fall Semester and 
December 1, 2014 for the Spring Semester. The annual 
award is $1000 per academic year; $500 per semester 
(fall and Spring semester only). 
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Sherrie L. Bowman 

Recognized for Five Years of 

AIANTA Dedication 
and Service 

If you’ve visited or called the AIANTA offices in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, you know Sherrie Bowman. 
She is the hub of all the activity, answering phones, 
providing information to members, arranging travel 
and meetings, and all the while keeping up with records, 
information and the history of the organization. 

“Sherrie has served AIANTA with dedication and a smile 
for five years,” says AIANTA Executive Director Camille 
Ferguson. “She came to AIANTA seeking an internship 
to complete the 120 hours required to obtain her degree 
in hospitality and tourism. Then director, Janice Hirth, 
realized that Sherrie was someone special and she hired 
her as an administrative assistant in 2009” 



In 2011 Sherrie was promoted to administrative coordinator. Last year, she was promoted again and is now the office and 
administrative manager. 

“I believe in AIANTA and its purpose, vision and goals,” says Sherrie. “Yve seen AIANTA grow over the years. Being a part of 
AIANTA is an honor. I feel that I have come full circle. This is where I was meant to be. I have a passion for tourism and our 
Native brothers and sisters and am very blessed to have met so many wonderful friends in the tourism industry.” 



CLICK HERE FOR FULL STORY 


MCN delegates represent 
indigenous people 
of North America 

By Jessica McBride/MNN Reporter 

Muscogee (Creek) citizens travelled 
to Nicaragua Feb. 10-16 to serve as 
representatives of the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation and the indigenous peoples of North 
America for the opening of the Centro 
Cultural Nicaraguenese Norteamericano 
Bi-National Cultural Center in Managua, 
Nicaragua.The cultural center will serve 
as a living tribute to the heritage of the 
indigenous people of Nicaragua and 
include classrooms for English language 
instruction, art and music. 
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TACOMA 1 SEATTLE, 

WASHINGTON 

% A 


Leslie Johnson, Director of the Squaxin Island Tribe Tourism 
Department and AIANTAs Pacific Region Representative 
attended the 2014 Go West Summit at the end of February, in 
Tacoma, Washington. 

Go West participants came from the States of Alaska, 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington 
and Wyoming. Leslie represented the Squaxin Island Tribe 
and the Washington Tourism Alliance, organized when the 
Washington Tourism Office closed. Washington is the only 
state in the U.S. without a tourism office. Leslie also facilitated 
a workshop for First Time Go West Summit Attendees. 

The Squaxin Island Tourism Department created a slideshow 
presentation for the Go West Summit and offered the slideshow, 
Squaxins Little Creek Casino Resort sales kit and Profile, and 
contact information for all 29 Washington Tribal Tourism 
venues on a flash drive. 


“Tour operators come from long distances , so they do not want 
paper brochures and pictorials ., Leslie said. The Squaxin 
Island Tourism Department also sponsored a reception at the 
LeMay Car Museum for the tour operators and showed the 
slideshow which gives the essence of the 29 Tribes. 

" 'Many do not realize how many Tribes we have in Washington,” 
said Leslie. “This is important because Washington cities, 
tourism businesses and counties often promote 'Native 
American Tourism' but, they do not necessarily get vacationers 
to stay at our venues. They also do not necessarily feature what 
Tribes want peoples to know about our own tourism . " 

The 2015 Go West Summit will be held February 10-13, at 
The B roadmoor i n C olorado S prings, C olorado. F or m ore 
information, contact Go West at 6420 South Quebec Street 
Suite B, Englewood, Colorado 8011; call 303-850-7144 
or visit their website at http://www.gowestsummit.com. 


Tourism and Recreation Releases 
Guide to Mvskoke Nation 

Publication covers ‘all things Mvskoke 5 

By Kyla McKown 

The Muscogee (Creek) Nation Department of Tourism and Recreation has 
created and designed the ‘Official Guide to the Muscogee (Creek) Nation.’ 

The 35-page guide was created to offer citizens and noncitizens a look at 
the MCN and some of its endeavors. “We wanted to create a publication for 
citizens and noncitizens so they would know what our tribe is about; what 
we did; what we provide and what we own,” T&R Project Specialist Brian 
On-The-Hill said. On-The-Hill, who created the artwork and researched 
and developed the guide; said it was about a five-month project and a 
collaborative effort involving everyone in T&R. 

CLICK HERE FOR FULL STORY 


MUSCOGEENATION-NSN.GOV 



HISTORY | GOVERNMENT | TRAVEL | fiNTERTAINMENT | ALL THINGS MVSKOKE 

I 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 



6th Annual N 


'ada Tribal. Tourism Conference 
pril 22 - 24, 2014 

sort, Spa and Casino * Incline Village 


6 T H ANNUAL 


Nevada Tribal Tourism Conference 


APRIL 22-24 2014 

Tourism: Empowering Native Voices 

Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe Resort, Spa and Casino 
Incline Village, Nevada 89451 
1-888-421-1442 www.laketahoe.hyatt.com 


Registration is now open for the 
6th Annual Nevada Tribal Tourism 
Conference - April 22-24, 2014 in 
Lake Tahoe! 

Hosted by Nevada’s Indian Territory, 
in partnership with the Nevada 
Indian Commission and the Nevada 
Commission on Tourism. 

Please note, the deadline for making 
hotel reservation at the Hyatt 
Regency Lake Tahoe Resort, Spa and 
Casino in Incline Village is April 
1, 2014. Click here for brochure. 



Northern Arapaho Tribe & Rocky Mountain National Park 
Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the 
Naming of Rocky Mountain as a State Park 


On August 9 & 10, the Northern Arapaho Tribe and Rocky Mountain National Park 
cel-ebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Arapaho 1914 naming expedition at Rocky 
Mountain State Park. The weekend will be filled with special educational and cultural 
presentations to commemorate this historic event. 


The Fall River Visitor Center will host an Artshow featur- 
ing artists from the Wind River Reservation on Saturday 
and Sunday. The Rocky Mountain Nature Association and 
Rocky Mountain National Park staff will be available both 
days to sell the Arapaho Names and Trails book and pro- 
vide information on the park. 

On Saturday, educational programs open with the Na- 
tional Parks Service, Arapaho tribal leaders and elders 
providing information about the Parks history, relation- 
ship with the Tribe and interpretation of Arapaho/ Apache 


Battle site. A Grand Entry with drummers and dancers will 
followed by an explanation of the dances. A dinner at the 
YMCA of the Rockies will be followed by Storytelling at the 
Beaver Meadows Visitor Center in the evening. 

On Sunday, follow the Arapaho Expedition Trail on Ridge 
Road in Estes Park to Grand Lake. There will be stops along 
the road, a picnic lunch at Grand Lake and stop at Alpine 
Visitor Center to look at Education Exhibits on the return 
trip. 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 



Colorado Tourism 
& The Adventure Travel 
Trade Association 

Present 

AdventureEDU - Colorado 
April 22-23, 2014 


The Colorado Tourism Office has partnered with the Adventure Travel Trade Association to present 
AdventureEDU-Colorado. This two day workshop brings Colorado adventure tour operators, guides, outfitters and 
other stakeholders together as an industry to examine the distinct challenges and opportunities for Colorado, and to 
determine as a group the role the CTO can play to help move the industry and relationships forward. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to help shape the future of the outdoor industry in Colorado! AdventureEDU will take place at the Lodge 
at Mountaineer Square and the Mountaineer Conference Center in Crested Butte, Colorado. 


Contact: Liz Pistentis at liz.pistentis@state.co.us. or call (303) 892-3885 



LaDonna Brave Bull Allard, Standing Rock Tribal Tourism 
Director and AIANTA At-Large Board Member 


The Sitting Bull Visitor Information 

Center 

Hosts History Lunches 

The Sitting Bull Visitor Information Center, which opened 
last year, is hosting a history lunch every two weeks with 
Tribal Tourism Director LaDonna Brave Bull Allard 
lecturing on the history of the area. “We invite schools and 
the community to come and discuss history,” says LaDonna. 

The Center, which is located at the Sitting Bull College 
Campus in Fort Yates, North Dakota, is also the new home 
to the Standing Rock Tribal Tourism Office operated by the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. The Tourism Office provides 
Tatanka Okitika Historic Tours offering individualized tours 
on a first-come- first-serve basis, reservations recommended. 
Narrated tours are given along the Scenic Byway in both 
North Dakota and South Dakota. Stops include the Sitting Bull 
Burial Site, Standing Rock Monument, Standing Rock Tribal 
Administration Building, Sitting Bull Visitor Center and other 
points of interest. 

Contact: LaDonna Brave Bull Allard at lallard@standingrock. 
org or call (701) 854-3698 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 


A Valuable Resource and Practical Guide to 
Developing Sustainable Tribal Tourism 

Sustainable Cultural Tourism: 
Small-Scale Solutions 

Book Review by Jana Prewitt 

“ Cultural tourism is the fastest growing market segment of the USA tourism 
industry — a unique opportunity for tribes” — Susan Guyette 

Susan Guyette, Ph.D. (Metis-Micmac), is well-known to tribes in tourism, 
having worked more than 25 years with indigenous and rural communi- 
ties to plan and develop cultural tourism, including cultural centers and 
museums. 

Susan has a strong track record of assisting tribes in most of the AIANTA regions, including the Southwest, Eastern and Pa- 
cific Northwest. She captures real-life experience in her book, offering practical advice about planning tourism projects and 
developing sustainable practices that create jobs, retain culture and protect resources. 

As she emphasizes, instead of beginning exclusively from an economic perspective, sustainable tourism begins with a respect 
for communities, cultural values and national cycles. Cultural tourism is built to last. Susan says, “culture is the cornerstone 
of sustainability” and her new book lays out how a tribe can continually build and manage tourism through community- 
based evaluation and redirection with a result that advances and lifts the tribes other goals, including sustaining what is 
culturally meaningful. 

Sustainable Cultural Tourism: Small-Scale Solutions includes examples and describes these steps in detail: 

• Effective methods for tourism planning 

• Integrating culture into each step 

• Regional approaches and collaboration for marketing and promotion 

• Creating community and visitor surveys 

• Strategies for cultural retention and teaching 

• Guidelines for culturally-based entrepreneurship and small enterprise development 

• Developing a cultural center 

If you are planning, developing or managing tourism for your tribe, Susan Guyettes new book will be an important go-to 
resource in your reference library. More about Susan and her book can be found at www.susanguyette.com. 

Sustainable Cultural Tourism: Small-Scale Solutions 
Bear Path Press 
For sale at www.amazon.com 
375 pages, $34.95 

Wholesale Distributor: Ingram Content 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 



SAVE TH E DATE 


"Planting the Seed... Harvesting for the Future 


T AiTKnc.ifi Indran 


MAY 20-22, 2014 

8th Annual New Mexico' 

NATIVE AMERICAN 

ECONOMIC SUMMIT 

II 


Islets Resort & Casino 


‘ 101 * SMALL BIONE3 WtEX AWARDS 

■ COMPELLING KSWOIE SKWEH 
-TRIBAL SUCCESS STORIES 

■ TWO DAY PRDOJRiMENT FAIR 
r YOUTH 'IMRACrr INITIATIVE 
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CLICK HERE FOR MORE 



20 1 4 Native Wisconsin Tourism 
Annual Conference Mtaatv Oolf Tournament 
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£ 


visit 

.wativewiscoHsin 


co 


NATIVE AMERICAN 

TOURISM OF WISCONSIN 





www.golnhornberry.com 

www.radisson.cow/CrcenPay 


CLICK HERE FOR MORE 
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AIANTA 

American Indian Alaska Native 
Tourism Association 


Be sure to join AlANTA’s social media channels 
for current news and updates, member events and 
happenings from Indian Country and abroad! 



@OfficialAIANTA 


American-Indian-Alaska- 

Native-Tourism-Association @OfficialAIANTA 






Facebook: AIANTA 


2401 12th Street NW ‘Albuquerque, NM 87104 • 505.724.3592 


Twitter: @OfficialAIANTA 





